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Application specifications are example application areas in which agents can be deployed. They represent ontology and service descriptions specifications for a particular domain. The main objectives of the Application Specifications Working Group (AS WG), are i) define a common structure for the specifications at applications level and ii) promote and coordinate the design and development of Application Specifications in the different fields where Agents are used.
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Problem statement and Objectives

The design of any Agent based System includes firstly, the modelling of the Agents that will interact among them and with the other actors of the system in its specific domain. Secondly, the modelling of the information or data the System has to manage, process or produce, and thirdly, the modelling of the communication protocols that will support the dialogues among the Agents, needed to achieve their goals and execute the tasks they have to perform.

Different systems applied in the same field will have a set of common Agents to model, similar information to manage, process or produce, similar communication protocols and even some shared goals to achieve. 

Based on the “Abstract Architecture” IEEE FIPA specifications (i.e. SC00001), a formal specification of `the top level system design, including the specification of the application domain, the agents participating in the System and their goals, is needed to help to reuse and adapt previous developments when designing a new System.

Specific objectives of the ASWP are the following:

O1. Define a common structure (content and length per section) for the document that describes the specifications at applications level.

O2. Unify the structure of the current specifications proposed.
O3. Define a yearly calendar for the announcement, review and publications of the new specifications.
O4. Manage the process to collect, review, accept or reject, new specification proposals.

O5. Promote the definition of new specifications to the Agents developers community

O6. Provide support and guidelines to the people that expressed their interest to contribute with new application specifications.

Work Plan (2009-2010)

This is a first attempt and proposal for the Work Plan to be executed during the first year of the Working group. It will be discussed, improved, approved and updated when needed, by the ASWG members and the appropriate IEEE FIPA committees.

- Tasks (including meetings)

T1. ASWG presentation at AAMAS; Budapest (Hungary). May 10-15, 2009
T2. Quick off meeting of ASWG members (teleconference). June 2009
T3. Preparation of the template for the design of new Application specifications, based on previous proposals. September 2009
T4. Review and proposal for status change of the submitted specifications, and change recommendations to their authors, if needed. November 2009
T5. Management of the peer-review process of new submitted specifications, and change recommendations request to their authors, if needed. January 2010
- Deliverables

D1. [T3 outcome] First version of the Layout of the Application Specification document, defining which will be its content and maximum length per section. A document to be used as template for the design of new Specifications will be published. September 2009
D2. [T4 outcome] Report on the status review of the current 8 specifications. November 2009
D3. [T5 outcome] Report on the status review of the new specifications received. November 2010
- Milestones

M1. May 2009 
ASWG Presented at the web site and mailing list activated

M2. July 2009 
Detailed work plan for the period Sept09-Aug10 

M3. September 2009 
Public call for new specifications proposals at application level 

M4. November 2009 
Status review of current 8 available specifications. 

M5. May 2010 
Publication of the new specification proposals 
